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Covered Bridges

During the nineteenth century, as many as 120 covered
bridges spanned various rivers and streams throughout
the State of Maine. Over the years, however, the forces of
fire, flood, ice, and progress have caused most of them to
disappear. Today, only the nine listed here remain.
What is thought to have been the first covered bridge built
in Maine was erected in 1819 at Augusta, replacing what
had been the first bridge across the Kennebec River.
Not much is known of the men who built the first covered
bridges in Maine, for most were put up by inhabitants of
the local communities where they were erected. The
builders used several supportive trusses, which still carry
the names of those who designed and patented them:
Palmer, Burr, Town, Long, Howe, and others.
Two of Maine’s remaining covered bridges uses a Long
truss: Low’s Bridge and Robyville Bridge. Two of them
employ a Howe truss: Watson Settlement Bridge and
Babb’s Bridge. The other five are of Paddleford construc
tion (a modified Long truss): Lovejoy Bridge, Hemlock
Bridge, Bennett Bridge, Sunday River Bridge, and Porter
Bridge. Two of these, Hemlock and Porter, are strength
ened with laminated wooden arches.
Maine’s two longest covered bridges (both gone now)
were the Bangor-Brewer Bridge, a 1,792-foot structure
across the Penobscot River, built in 1846 at a cost of
$60,000; and the bridge at Norridgewock, a 600-foot struc
ture spanning the Kennebec. According to one covered
bridge historian, the last two-lane, town, lattice-truss cov
ered bridge in the United States was the double-barreled
Stillwater Bridge near Orono, which was replaced in 1951.
Because of the nationwide interest in these historic land
marks, state governments are appropriating funds to pre
serve remaining ones. In Maine, all nine remaining bridges
are maintained by the state’s Department of Transporta
tion. In every case, those bridges that need repair are
being renovated, and the attempt is being made to retain
each structure in its original likeness.

Corinth
Robyville Bridge: The only.completely shingled covered
bridge in the State of Maine was built in 1876. It is located
off Route 15 in Robyville village in the town of Corinth,
about three miles northwest of Kenduskeag village over
the Kenduskeag Stream.
Fryeburg
Hemlock Bridge: built in 1857, and located off Route 302,
three miles northwest of East Fryeburg in the town of
Fryeburg over an old channel of the Saco River. It is of
Paddleford truss construction with supporting laminated
wooden arches.
Lincoln Plantation
Bennett Bridge: a comparatively young structure built in
1901 over the Magalloway River. It is located off Route 16,
one-and-a-half miles south of the Wilson’s Mills Post Of
fice, then west three-tenths of a mile in Lincoln Plantation.
Littleton
Watson Settlement Bridge: is the farthest north and
youngest covered bridge in the state - built in 1911. It is
located off Route 1, on the road to Woodstock from Littleton,
over the Meduxnekeag Stream in the town of Littleton.
Newry
Sunday River Bridge: The “Artist’s Bridge,” most painted
and photographed of these venerable covered structures
in Maine, was built in 1872. It is located off Route 2 and 26,
about four miles northwest of North Bethel (in the town of
Newry) over the Sunday River.
Porter
Porter Bridge: built by the towns of Porter and Parsonsfield
as a joint project over the Ossipee River in 1876. The twospan structure is located off Route 160, one-half mile south
of Porter.
Sangerville
Low's Bridge: built in 1857, is located off Routes 6 and 15,
three-quarters of a mile east and one mile north of
Sangerville, between the towns of Sangerville and Guilford,
over the Piscataquis River. Carried away by flood in 1987;
rebuilt 1990.

So. Andover
Lovejoy Bridge: located off Route 5 at South Andover, was
built over the Ellis River by the town of Andover in 1883.
This Paddleford truss structure is about 70 feet long
overall, making it Maine’s shortest covered bridge.
So. Windham
Babb's Bridge: Maine’s oldest covered bridge was built
in 1843. It is located off the River Road, two-and-a-half
miles north of South Windham, then one-half mile west
between the towns of Gorham and Windham over the
Presumpscot River. Burned in 1973, and since rebuilt.
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